January 2nd, 2011

Hi 

Last Monday, in Hong Kong, a Government Flying Service helicopter (Eurocopter Super Puma) had to ditch into the Shing Mun reservoir. It was engaged in fighting a hill fire and had just picked up a bucket of water when one of its two engines gave out forcing it down into the water. The crew was not hurt and managed to swim to the shore. The remainder of the fleet was grounded as a safety precaution but have since returned to service. 
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[Gavin: As your BlackBerry mail will not show the photos I have included, you can see them at: http://jetphotos.net/showphotos.php?aircraft=Eurocopter%20AS%20332L2%20Super%20Puma ]


The deadline for the Singapore publisher to hand in the sample chapters for the new chemistry and junior secondary science is on the 6th and 10th respectively. But at the present rate of progress, there is still a lot to do on their part. All my writing has been completed though I still have to check changes, additions, deletions that the editors have made. I don't know if I am terribly keen to go through all the writing of these books again; I have other things that I would like to do. Also, this time, the Ministry of Education is only going to accept one (or perhaps two) publishers so there is a lot of competition and from what I have seen so far, I don't think our chances are great. 


As all my writing is done, there was one day last week when I didn't have anything to check. So I looked up some internet sites offering free computer-to-fax. Plenty on offer in the US but not so many for international fax. Still, I found a couple and sent faxes to myself, or at least to the hotel number. There was also a good site offering free international e-mail to fax but it never worked even though I tried three times. Found from another site that this one is unreliable. Still, I probably will have little use for it as files, messages, pics can be sent by ordinary e-mail. 


The other evening, there was an interesting 60-Mins programme on SAM (Superior Autobiographical Memory). This is when people are able to recall what happened on any date in their lifetimes, and they are accurate 99% of more of the time. Some even remember what food they ate or what clothes they wore as well, of course, events that happened in the world on those dates. These people are normal people and not savants, who are people with one exceptional ability but are unable to do most other tasks. MRI scans showed them to have a larger part than normal in the core of the brain, the name of which I cannot remember. It may also have something to do with adrenaline. Special events that the rest of us especially remember seem to be associated with the release of adrenaline from this part of the brain. 


Did you hear that the Queens became a great-grandmother for the first time? The child was born to Peter Phillips who is a son of Princess Anne, and his wife who is Canadian. The baby was born in the UK, though the Phillips live and work in Hong Kong, where he is with the Royal Bank of Scotland. 


You probably heard that the era of Kodachrome film, which began in 1934(?), ended on Friday. This was Kodak's film for slides. I used it for a while but then switched to Kodak colour print film. I still have one roll of this film (along with two rolls of Fuji film) but don't know if print film is still processed. 


Yesterday the weather was fine, cool and dry; good running conditions. I ran from CU to Kowloon Peak, Shatin and back. Times for this route have averaged about 3 hours and I did not want to run for so long, so thought of including a short-cut and perhaps finishing earlier at either Shatin or Fo Tan stations. However, it felt quite good (except the last 30 min, which is a flat run along the river side, and always tough) so I did the whole route. But at 3 h 9 min, it was 16 mins off my best, with most of the loss in time being, surprisingly, in the middle section when I actually was feeling very good. I was quite tired in the afternoon however. 


Yesterday, in Hong Kong, a Dutchman set a (Guinness) world record for the longest stay in a container of ice, with a time of about 1 h 50 min, breaking his previous record by about 10 mins. (I think he could have stayed in longer, but that means it would be more difficult to do the stunt again and break the record.) This guy seems to be able to stand cold. He has run a marathon distance (not a race) in northern China when the temperature was -20°C, dressed only in shorts and sandals! He has also set a record for the highest climb up Mt Everest (not to the top) dressed in a similar fashion. 


We now need to remember to date letters, etc, with 2011. The past year seems, to me at least, to have gone very quickly. 

That’s about it for now. 

Cheers

· 2

